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life? Certainly it has been in part achieved by voluntary
association, and it would be unfair to deny the remarkable
results obtained which augur well for any future achieve-
ments. But when voluntary association is found powerless
to create among men this bond of solidarity, balancing
the play of unrestrained egoisms, the intervention of the
State must not be regarded with contempt. The State,
as producer or contractor, certainly has its defects, though
capable of correction. But the legislative and fiscal State
is a mighty instrument for the realisation of compulsory
solidarity. Whenever, by regulations as to labour, insani-
tary housing, adulteration of food, the law prevents the
plunder of the masses, or, by certain obligatory forms of
insurance pensions, tends to inculcate in the different
classes of a nation the idea of solidarity, it contributes to
its progress. After all, is not the State the most ancient
and august form of human solidarity? Doubtless soli-
darity only acquires its full moral value as it becomes
consciously willed, but solidarity, legally enforced, may
be indispensable for preparing the soil in which free
co-operation will presently bloom.
By the light of these principles, Gide's concrete and
practical work is illuminated. Much more space than is
here available would be needed to enumerate the endless
tasks to which the departed master devoted himself, all
of which he faced with his fine serenity and high moral
perception. Never in his mind could he separate the
useful from the just. Re-read his pages on colonisation,
and you may notice that he recognises the right of
advanced races to raise the more backward peoples to
their own moral level. But notice that he condemns
thereby the exploitational colony, "spheres of influence,"
covenants, the treatment of natives as inferiors. As
President of the League for the Protection of Natives in
the Colonies, he often protested against mischievous or
iniquitous measures endured by the people of conquered
or colonised territory. Likewise, at the end of his chapter
on the wage-earning classes, examining the question of
their future, he raises the problems which cannot fail to